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Congratulations to Education Jagat
on a remarkable 10 years! It’s been
an honor to contribute to a platform
that consistently provides valuable
resources and fosters a love for learn-
ing. Your commitment to education is
inspiring, and I’m excited to see your
continued positive impact in the fu-
ture. I wish you all the best!

Prof. Dr. Patricia Gonde
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Prof. Dr.Rio Takahashi
Ph.D. (Education), Ph.D. (Bio-
ethics, Sustainability, and Global
Public Health), Japan

International
sue on

and educate.”

“Education is a journey that spans all ages.
While youth is a gift, age is an art—both contrib-
uting to the pursuit of knowledge.

1 extend my heartfelt congratulations to Educa-
tion Jagat on its 10th year of publishing. I wish
you continued success in your mission to inspire

Indian students at Columbia

Address University gets visa revoked
for ‘supporting Hamas’
self-deports

want to take this op-
]portunity to express my
warmest congratulations to
your newspaper for such a
significant contribution to
the educational community
worldwide. Education Jagat
is an important newspaper
in the field of education in-
Jformation, hosting the views
of educators and scientists
all over the world. I am hon-
ored that many of my works
have been published in this
newspaper, and I would
like to continue to write in
recognition of your great
contribution to science, re-
search, and information
internationally. Congratu-
lations on your significant
contribution to the world of
education. Internationally.
Congratulations for your
significant contribution to
the world of education.

]
Prof. Dr. Vasileios Ag.
Drougas
BSc MSc PhD
Rta, Arta - Greece

A? Indian student at Co-
umbia University, whose
visa was revoked for allegedly
“advocating for violence and
terrorism” and involvement in
activities supporting Hamas, has
self-deported.

Ranjani Srinivasan, a citizen
and national of India, entered
the United States on a F-1 stu-
dent visa as a doctoral student
in Urban Planning at Columbia
University, the Department of
Homeland Security said in a
statement.

It added that Srinivasan was “in-
volved in activities supporting”
Hamas, a terrorist organisation.
The Department of State had re-
voked her visa on March 5.
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The Department of Homeland
Security said it has obtained
video footage of Srinivasan using
the Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP) Home App to self-
deport on March 11.

Secretary of Homeland Security
Kristi Noem said in the statement
that it is a “privilege to be granted
a visa to live and study in the
United States of America”.

“When you advocate for vio-
lence and terrorism, that privi-
lege should be revoked, and you
should not be in this country.I am
glad to see one of the Columbia
University terrorist sympathisers
use the CBP Home app to self-
deport,” Noem said.

The Department of Homeland
Security had, on March 10,
launched the CBP Home app

NSUI, Left align against govt’s
education policies

“EJ.-.New.Delhi........... .
tudent leaders under the ban-
ner of the INDIA Alliance

Student Organisation on Satur-

day voiced strong opposition to

the government’s policies affect-
ing students, including the new

UGC draft, the National Educa-

tion Policy (NEP), and the issue

of exam paper leaks.

A joint press conference was
held under the banner of the
INDIA Alliance Student Organi-
sation, with participation from
Congress’ student wing — Na-
tional Students’ Union of India,
the student wing of CPI (ML)-
All India Students’ Association

(AISA), the student wing of CPI
(M) — Students’ Federation of
India, All India Students’ Federa-

tion and other student organisa-
tions, according to a statement.

>> Contd. p.4..

with a self-deportation reporting
feature for those illegally staying
in the country.

Individuals illegally staying
in the country can use the CBP
Home mobile phone application
to submit their intent to depart the
country.

“The CBP app gives such indi-
viduals the option to leave now
and self-deport, so they may still
have the opportunity to return
legally in the future and live the
American dream. If they don’t,
we will find them, we will deport
them, and they will never return”,

>> Contd. p.4..

‘Class XII students
missing March 15 Hindi
exam due to Holi will get
an other opportunity’

= EJ - New Delhi

BSE announced that Class

12 students, who are un-
able to appear for their Hindi
paper due to Holi celebrations in
some regions, can appear later.
The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) said it will
conduct a special examination
for such students. Class 12 Hindi
paper is scheduled to held on
March 15, 2025.

In a notice, the board said: “It
has been informed to CBSE
that, though the festival of Holi
would be celebrated on 14th
March, 2025, in most parts of the
country, in few places, either the
celebrations would take place on

15th March, 2025 or celebrations
would spill over to 15th March,
2025,” reads the official notice.
“Accordingly, in view of the
constraints that some students
may face, it has been decided
that, while Examination would

>> Contd. p.4..
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sincerely  congratulate

Education Jagat on its
10th publication anniversa-
ry. Its dedication to promot-
ing quality education and
fostering academic growth
has inspired educators, stu-
dents, and professionals. 1
have been following your
publications from Georgia.
Keep shining for many years
to come Educational Jaget

Team.

May the coming years con-
tinue to bring innovation ,
and transformative contri-
butions to the field of educa-
tion. I wish Education Ja-
gat a happy anniversary and
many years of publication

Marika Chkhapelia
Educationist
Zugdidi - Georgia

t is an honor for me to

address you on the 10th
publishing of Education
Jagat. This newspaper has
been a beacon of knowledge
and reflection in digital/print
education. Since its incep-
tion, Education Jagat has
been an invaluable platform
for sharing innovative ide-
as, inspiring research, and
transformative educational
practices.

Personally, it has been a
privilege to contribute to this
newspaper and share my
perspectives on education.
Over the years, we have seen
that the education sector has
not only increased in access
and relevance but also in its
ability to connect teachers
globally in rich dialogues
about the future of educa-
tion and learning. 1 extend
my heartfelt congratulations
to the entire team behind
the education sector for this
unique achievement.

il ]
Maria Esperanza Lopez,
Dominguez
Educationist - México

Dr. Azra Tajhizi
Educationist
Iran

Congratulations on achieving
a significant milestone—your publtcatwn s 10th year! Over the
past decade, Education Jagat has not only established itself as a
leading career-focused tabloid but has also become an essential
resource for millions of readers worldwide. Your unwavering
commitment to providing insightful content and guidance in the
field of education and career orientation is truly commendable.
As you celebrate this important achievement, it is inspiring to
reflect on your journey, which has profoundly impacted count-
less lives, including students, teachers, and career counselors. |
Your dedication to empowering individuals with knowledge and
opportunities has firmly established your brand as an interna-
tional leader in this field. , your reach grows even further, and
your impact inspires future generations.
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Marijana Curic

Educationist

Metkovic - Croatia
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Hearty congratulations on ten
years of work! I congratulate
you on your hard work, per-
severance, and the spread of
education, which helps create
a better society.

May your journey of shap-
ing attitudes and promoting
education thrive in the Edu-
cation Jagat for many more
decades!

The role of artificial intelligence
in education

ﬂbw artificial intelligence
enhances  project-based
learning!

The term “Artificial Intel-
ligence” (Al) - or in English
“Artificial Intelligence” (AI)
- was first officially used in
1955.

X=X +HLH N

Artificial intelligence is a
branch of computer science
that aims to create an intelli-
gent computer program capa-
ble of achieving human intel-

s

ligence.

Determining the level of intelli-
gence largely depends on the task
to be solved.

Technological development has
substantially increased the avail-
ability of technical and software
tools needed to create services
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In general, there are three differ-
ent forms of artificial intelligence:
weak artificial intelligence,
strong artificial intelligence, and
the so-called Super artificial in-
telligence.

In recent decades, artificial in-
telligence has been used by all

ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE IN

EDUCATION

based on artificial intelligence.
Artificial intelligence is already
well trained. But this technology
has already profoundly changed our
daily life in almost all areas of life.

major companies. It is used in
areas such as speech recognition,
image and video analysis, un-
manned vehicles, recommender
systems,  virtual  assistants,

Lela Mikeladze
Educationist
Batumi - Georgia

healthcare diagnostics, Finan-
cial analysis and many others.
EU countries say that those
countries that are most actively
using artificial intelligence will
develop much faster than oth-
ers, which means that this is the
future. Therefore, it is important
for students who will have to live
in the world of artificial intelli-
gence to understand exactly what
it is, what positive or negative
impact this technology can have
on our daily life. Teaching about

artificial intelligence in media lit-
eracy leads to discussions about
the ethical implications of these
technologies, such as privacy,
data collection, and algorithmic
accountability.

By studying artificial intelli-
gence, teenagers are given the
opportunity to actively engage
with media and technology. They
can use Al tools to create media,
critically analyze Al-driven con-
tent, and make informed choices.
This gives young people the op-
portunity to be active contribu-
tors rather than passive consum-
ers.

Attificial intelligence can im-
prove healthcare, education,
transportation, cyber security and
many other fields. It helps people
better solve complex problems,
make more informed decisions
and improve their quality of life.

It is important to spell out the
procedures and responsibilities
for checking the functioning of
artificial systems and make the
results of the checks available to
the public.

The researchers also talk about
the many benefits of artificial in-
telligence in the report. However,
engineers and inventors must
also consider the many potential
risks that come with the technol-
ogies they create.

The golden thread of knowledge
of India

here is a growing trend
these days — HONORARY
DOCTORATES — (DR). This
disturbing development threat-
ens the integrity of academic
institutions, the credibility of
research, and the overall pro-
gress of a nation’s educational
standards. What was once a
symbol of years of dedicated
research, innovation, and in-
tellectual rigor is now becom-
ing a mere commodity bought
for a few thousand of rupees.
Unfortunately, the real intent
of seeking knowledge, which
should be the lifeline of a de-
veloping country, is being
sidelined by the charm of the
prefix “Dr”, which has turned
into an easily acquired title and
no longer is the result of ardu-
ous effort. This disturbing de-
velopment threatens the integ-
rity of academic institutions,
the credibility of research and
the overall progress of the Na-
tion’s.

Honorary Doctoral degrees
once reserved for those who
made substantial contribution
to the society or intellectual
fields are increasingly being
sold to anyone willing to pay
for them. These degrees are
marketed as an easy way to
gain academic recognition
without requiring any mean-
ingful work or contribution to
the world of research. What

once represented years of academic
struggle, intellectual curiosity and
personal dedication is now just an-
other “title for Sale”

The idea of honouring individu-
als with honorary doctorates for
their social contri-
butions has some .

. A . :
merit but i
over time, this practice has man-
aged to blur lines between academ-
ic achievements and simply the pur-
chase of a title. The doctoral degree
has thus lost much of its prestige be-
cause the difference between those
who have gained it through strenu-
ous efforts and those who simply
bought it cannot be easily grasped.
This in turn reduces the worth of the
degree and also dilutes the objective

of Education.
Another complication added to
this scenario is that, Artificial In-
telligence (Al) is progressing at
a rapid rate. While Al tools like
ChatGPT have incredible poten-
tial to assist us in
our daily routines
and help streamline

mundane  tasks,
they also pose a
significant challenge to the fu-
ture of research and innovation.
When students and professionals
begin relying on Al to complete
tasks such as finishing projects
or entering comments into the
progress report, they are sacrific-
ing critical thinking, creativity
and the development of problem
solving skills. The tool becomes
a shortcut to simply “tick off

Dr. Ushavati Shetty
PhD in Aerobiology ( Botany)
Mumbai - India

boxes” rather than empower-
ing individuals to explore new
perspectives or approach prob-
lem from a variety of angles. Al
should be viewed as a tool to
enhance creativity and efficiency
and not replace intellectual ef-
forts. It can help generate ideas,
present varied viewpoints or of-
fer insights that stimulate deeper
thoughts.  Unfortunately  too
many are now using Al as a way
to bypass genuine intellectual
engagement. Students, research-
ers and professionals use Ai to
quickly complete assignments
or reports, reducing the need to
engage deeply with their work.
This lazy reliance on technology
diminishes the importance of real
learning, creativity, and personal
growth—values that should be at
the core of any doctoral journey.

When combined with the trend
of buying doctorates, we find
ourselves at a crossroad where
intellectual achievement through
academic degrees, research and
innovation are becoming less
about intellectual achievement
and more about quick, easily at-
tained titles. Just like PhD can
be bought in a supermarket like
manner, many people have taken
to Al as an easy solution for their
academic and professional tasks
further running down the dignity
of honest labouring intellectuals.

Once upon a time, holding Doc-
toral degree commanded respect
and admiration. It was a symbol
of intellectual rigor, personal
perseverance and a contribution
to advancing human knowledge.
However in today’s world the
prestige associated with doctoral
degree is rapidly eroding. People
who have “bought” a degree are
afraid to show it off, fearing that
they didn’t earn it by putting in
the time and effort of proper re-
search. Conversely, some flaunt
their bought titles in an arrogant
manner which only serves to di-
lute the value of the degree. The
irony is that what once required
years of dedication and hard
work can now be acquired as
easily as buying a product from
a store. And this is not just a mat-
ter of perception—this trend is
actively weakening the academic
framework that has traditionally
supported the development of
knowledge, research, and intel-
lectual progress.

This is where WE- EDUCA-
TORS, have to look really long
and hard at what’s going on in

>> Contd. p.4...
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sincere congratulations to Education Jagat, for
your extraordinary years of successful journey and
enlightenment of minds. You are the great beacon
of inspiration and power for countless students
around the world. Education is a pillar of society

Together with you, we will continue to build bridg-
es of support and quality education and make the
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Opposition members in RS
accuse the govt. of forcibly
thrusting NEP on states

" EJ- New Delhi

pposition members in the

Rajya Sabha on created an
uproar over issues such as delimi-
tation, the New Education Policy
(NEP), and USAID. They staged
a walkout after the chair rejected
their motions to suspend business.
This prompted the government to
advise a refresher course in par-
liamentary work for leaders from
Opposition ranks.

Soon after the second leg of the
Budget session of Parliament re-
sumed, Opposition members gave
12 notices under Rule 267 in the
House to suspend normal business
to take up discussions on a range
of issues, including the impact of
impending delimitation on Tamil
Nadu, duplicate voter ID cards,
and US President Donald Trump’s
remarks that USAID gave funds
for voter turnout in India.

However, the Deputy Chair-
man, who was presiding over the
House proceedings, rejected all
notices, leading Leader of Oppo-
sition Mallikarjun Kharge to lead
the opposition camp in staging a
walkout.

Later, DMK MP P Wilson said
that the DMK staged a walkout
from the Rajya Sabha after the
Deputy Chairman refused to allow
a discussion on fair delimitation
for Tamil Nadu. In an ‘X’ post,
Wilson said, “The DMK floor
leader Tiruchi Siva and I submit-

ted a notice under Rule 267 of
the Business Rules of the Rajya
Sabha to discuss fair delimita-

tion for Tamil Nadu. This is crit-
ical, as the state has seen mini-
mal population growth due to
family planning policies. There
is a growing concern about im-
pending delimitation changes
set to take effect in 2026.”
Meanwhile, as soon as the Op-
position members walked out of
the House, Leader of the House
and Union Health Minister JP
Nadda alleged that adjournment
notices had been reduced to tac-
tics for defaming the House.

As he was allowed by the chair
to speak, Nadda said, “This
trend of moving adjournment
notices is a vicious design to
demean the institution of Parlia-

ment. They (the opposition) are
not interested in debate. They
want to give an impression that
the government does not want to
answer. The government is ready
to discuss anything under rules
and regulations. We will discuss
the budget of ministries. They
will have ample time. There is
a provision for a short duration
and long duration discussions,
but they do not know how to
debate.”

“l was Leader of Opposition
in Himachal and got the best
legislator award under their
government. They should read
the rules,” he said, adding that
the Opposition should go for a
“refresher course” to get accus-
tomed to parliamentary rules and
regulations for discussions.

Delhi University UG 2025: Admission
brochure out; BCom (Hons) open to
non-Math students

= EJ - New Delhi

he University of Delhi (DU)

has released the admission
brochure for the 2025-26 academ-
ic session at admission.uod.ac.in.
This time, the university is mak-
ing BCom (Hons) more accessible
for students without Mathematics
in Class 12. Students who did not
study math or applied mathemat-
ics in Class 12 can now apply for
BCom (Hons).

Instead of maths, students can ap-
ply with one language from sub-
jects provided in List A, account-
ancy or bookkeeping or any two
subjects from List B.

Since 2022, DU has offered two
subject combinations for vari-
ous undergraduate courses under
CUET-UG admissions.

For BA (Hons) courses, students
can now choose two languages
from List A along with three do-
main subjects.

Admissions to DU’s undergradu-
ate programmes except in the case
of the School of Open Learning,
Non-Collegiate Women’s Educa-
tion Board and foreign nation-
als will continue to be based on

CUET UG scores. For admis-
sion to DU, it is mandatory
for the candidate to appear in
CUET UG 2025 in those sub-
jects in which s(he) is appear-
ing/has passed Class 12. In case
the subject studied at Class 12 is
not mentioned in the CUET UG
2025, the candidate must ap-
pear in the language or domain-
specific subject that is similar or
closely related to the subject the
student has studied at Class 12.
Candidates desirous of seek-
ing admission to the University
of Delhi will also have to apply
to the Common Seat Allocation
System (UG) 2025. The details
related to allocations and admis-
sions through CSAS UG 2025
will be notified separately on
the website of the University of

Delhi.

For BSc (Hons) in mathematics,
computer science, and statistics,
students must still have studied
mathematics, but now they can
choose two subjects from List B
or two languages from List A.

Students applying under the
EWS quota must ensure their
certificate is issued after March
31,2025.

Meanwhile, admissions to the
Delhi University will be taken
through CUET UG 2025 scores.
The CUET UG 2025 exam will
be held between May 8 and June
1. The last date to register for the
entrance exam is March 22.

As per the CUET UG 2025
notification, NTA CUET UG
application correction window
will open on March 24, 2025.
The CUET UG 2025 registra-
tion process will be basic and
would comprise steps including
registration, application, image
upload and payment.

The CUET (UG) — 2025 will be
conducted in 13 Indian languag-
es i.e. English, Hindi, Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Ma-
layalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi,
Tamil, Telugu, and Urdu.

Future of 85 lakh children in
6 states at risk: Rahul slams
BJP over ‘padmavyuh’ OF
exam paper leaks

= EJ - New Delhi

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi said examination pa-
per leaks were a “systematic fail-
ure” and asserted that the “serious
problem” would be eradicated
only when all political parties and
governments forget their differ-
ences to take strict steps together.
The former Congress chief said
the future of 85 lakh children in
six states is at risk as paper leak
has become the most dangerous
“padmavyuh” for our youth.
“Paper leaks put hardwork-
ing students and their families
into uncertainty and stress, tak-
ing away the fruits of their hard
work. It also sends the wrong
message to the next generation
that dishonesty can be better than
hard work, which is completely

unacceptable,” he said in a post
in Hindi on X.

“It has not even been a year
since the NEET paper leak shook
the country. After our protest, the
Modi government hid behind
a new law and called it a solu-
tion, but so many recent leaks
have proven that to be a failure as

>> Contd. p.4...

Best Wishes on the 10th
publishing of Education
Jagat

“Wishing Education Ja-
gat continued success and
prosperity. May your efforts
in education bring positive
change and inspiration to
many!May you keep inspir-
ing and empowering learn-
ers everywhere!”

With love

Lali Natroshvili
Educationist
Dedoplistskaro - Georgia
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Decline in Indian students
going to US, UK & Canada;

Russia,

®EJ - New Delhi

he number of Indians going
abroad for higher education
dipped by nearly 15 per cent in
2024 as against the previous year,
informed Union Minister of State
for Education Sukanta Majumdar
in the Lok Sabh. According to a
reply from the Education Minis-
ter in Parliament, in 2022, a total
of 7,50,365 Indian students were
studying abroad which went up
to 8,92,989 in 2023: However, it
dropped to 7,59,064, marking a
decline of 1,33,920 students.
Meanwhile, Canada has reg-
istered the sharpest decline in
2024 with only 1,37,608 Indian
students studying as against
2,33,532 in 2023. Some of the
reasons for this decline are tighter
student visa regulations that lead
to a rise in visa rejections and
study permit cancellations. The
diplomatic tensions between In-
dia and Canada after the killing
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar in 2023.
The downward trend extended
to other popular destinations
like the United States where
the number of students dropped
from 2,34,473 students in 2023
to 2,04,058 in 2024 (a decline
of 30,415). The shift followed
Donald Trump’s election as US
President, raising concerns over
visa policies. Universities in the
US have already raised concerns.
Christopher Clary, Associate
Professor of Political Science,
University at Albany, in a post
on X said: “The drop in Indian

S |
students studying in the US by
11% from 2023 to 2024 should
be a cause for concern for US
universities and policymakers. I
suspect of some of it is a depre-
ciating rupee against the dollar,
some policy uncertainty ahead of
Trump. But it’s a warning sign.”
Another popular country Austral-
ia too has registered a fall in num-
ber of Indians students — 78,093
in 2023 to 68,572 in 2024.

Moreover, the United Kingdom
has also seen a fall from 1,36,921
in 2023 to 98,890 in 2024 (a
28% drop). As per a BBC report,
nearly 10,000 university jobs
could be at risk this academic
year. The University and College
Union (UCU) said 5,000 job cuts
had already been announced, but
thousands more roles could be at
risk because of gaps in university
funding.

While numbers declined in the

Germany increase

top 4 popular countries, Indian
student enrollment increased in
Russia, France, Germany, and
New Zealand.

In Russia, the student count rose
from 19,784 in 2022 to 23,503 in
2023, reaching 31,444 in 2024.
France also saw an increase, with
6,406 students in 2022 grow-
ing to 8,536 in 2024. Similarly,
Germany experienced a surge
from 20,684 in 2022 to 34,702
in 2024, while New Zealand re-
corded a significant jump from
1,605 in 2022 to 7,297 in 2024.
In response to the growing num-
ber of Indian students abroad, the
Indian government has imple-
mented support measures such as
the Indian Community Welfare
Fund (ICWF) to assist students
in emergencies and the MADAD
Portal for grievance redressal, en-
suring their well-being and safety
while studying overseas.

QS Rankings 2025: IITs,
IIMs among 9 Indian
institutions in top 50

= EJ - New Delhi

(IITs) and Indian Institutes of
Management (IIM) are among
the nine Indian educational insti-
tutions featured in the top 50 in
the latest Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) ranking 2025.

Together, nine Indian universi-
ties and institutions made to the
world’s top 50 in the 15th edition
of the QS subject-wise rankings
India aced top 12 of the 50 posi-
tions across the 55 subject rank-
ings — which included subjects
like arts and humanities, engi-
neering and technology, life sci-
ences and medicine, natural sci-
ences, and social sciences and
management.

About 79 Indian institutions
were ranked among the world’s
top 550 universities, up from 69
last year

The country also has the fifth
highest number of new entries
after China, the US, the UK and
Korea.

“A total of 79 Indian universities
— 10 more than last year — feature
533 times across this year’s rank-
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ings, marking a 25.7 per cent in-
crease compared to the previous
edition. This includes 454 entries
in individual subjects and 79 ap-
pearances across the five broad
faculty areas,” QS said in a state-
ment.

Indian School of Mines (ISM),

Dhanbad ranked 20th glob-
ally for Engineering-Mineral and
Mining, making it the country’s
highest-performing subject area.
Last year, ISM was placed at 41st
position.
“ This impressive improvement
from last year demonstrates
our unwavering commitment
to academic rigor and research
excellence. We remain focused
on advancing our legacy of suc-
cess and achieving even greater
heights in the future,” Sukumar
Mishra, director of IIT (ISM),
said in a statement.

Further, IIT Delhi and Bombay
which shared the 45th rank for

HIT-Delhi hikes PhD fellowship

= EJ - New Delhi
Irid'ré{pr'ééﬂié' Institute” of ‘Tnfor-
mation Technology, Delhi (II-
IT-Delhi) has increased its PhD
fellowship from Rs. 37,000 to
Rs 60,000 monthly to attract top
research talent and strengthen In-
dia’s innovation ecosystem.
The revised fellowship pack-
age includes additional finan-
cial benefits, such as an annual
research contingency grant
of Rs 20,000, a one-time lap-

top grant of Rs 50,000, and
Rs 2.5 lakh for professional
development, which supports
participation in international
conferences and workshops.
Additionally, PhD scholars
will receive up to Rs 1.5 lakh
for international research vis-
its.

IIIT-Delhi Director Ranjan
Bose emphasised the insti-
tute’s commitment to fostering
high-impact research.

Engineering and Technology
have improved their position to
bag the 26th and 28th spot, re-
spectively.

The two institutions also entered
the top 50 list for Engineering-
Electrical and Electronic.

Notably, IIM Ahmedabad and
Bangalore continued to be among
world’s top 50 for Business and
Management Studies. However,
their ranking dropped from 27
from 22 (IIM Ahmedabad), and
40 from 32 (IIM Bangalore).

I IT Madras and JNU continued
to be among world’s top 50 but
their ranks also dropped by few

Spots.

“The high number of the new
entries featured in the rankings
is a continuation of a trend of the
country’s growing higher educa-
tion ecosystem, both in terms of
size and quality,” QS said.

Exam paper leaks..

well,” he said.

This serious problem is a sys-
tematic failure, Gandhi asserted.
It will be eradicated only when
all political parties and govern-
ments forget their differences
and take strict steps together, the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha said.

“The dignity of these exams is
the right of our children and it
has to be protected at all costs,”
Gandhi asserted.

Using the ‘chakravyuh’ meta-
phor as a leitmotif, Gandhi had
last year claimed that an atmos-
phere of fear prevails all around
with a group of six trapping the
entire country in a ‘chakravyuh’
he promised would be broken by
the INDIA bloc.

Indian student...
the Homeland Security Depart-
ment said.

Another student, Leqaa Kor-
dia, a Palestinian from the West
Bank, was arrested by ICE HSI
Newark officers for overstaying
her expired F-1 student visa. Her
visa was terminated on January
26, 2022 for lack of attendance.
Previously, in April 2024, Kordia
was arrested for her involvement
in pro-Hamas protests at Colum-
bia University in New York City,
the department said.

Last week, the Trump admin-
istration had announced the
immediate cancellation of ap-
proximately USD 400 million
in federal grants and contracts to
Columbia University due to the
“school’s continued inaction in
the face of persistent harassment
of Jewish students”.

The Department of Justice
(DOJ), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS), De-
partment of Education (ED) and
the US General Services Admin-
istration (GSA) took the action as
members of the Joint Task Force
to Combat Anti-Semitism.

The Education Department said
in a press release that Columbia
University currently holds more
than USD 5 billion in federal
grant commitments.

President Donald Trump has
asserted that any college or uni-
versity that allows illegal protests
and repeatedly fails to protect
students from anti-Semitic har-
assment on campus will be sub-
ject to the loss of federal funding.
Secretary of Education Linda
McMahon has said since Oc-
tober 7, 2023, when Hamas at-
tacked Israel, “Jewish students
have faced relentless violence,
intimidation, and anti-Semitic
harassment on their campuses --
only to be ignored by those who
are supposed to protect them.
Universities must comply with
all federal anti-discrimination
laws if they are going to receive
federal funding.”

“For too long, Columbia has
abandoned that obligation to
Jewish students studying on its
campus. We demonstrate to Co-
lumbia and other universities that
we will not tolerate their appall-
ing inaction any longer,” McMa-
hon has said.

In the spring of last year, large-
scale pro-Palestinian protests by
students against the war in Gaza
erupted across US campuses as
well as at Columbia University
that saw encampments on the
West Lawn of Columbia’s Morn-
ingside campus since April 19.

The Trump administration has
arrested Columbia University
graduate and legal permanent
resident Mahmoud Khalil for his
role in leading campus protests at
Columbia against Israel.

On Thursday, the Columbia
University Judicial Board issued
“sanctions” to students ranging
from “multi-year suspensions,
temporary degree revocations,
and expulsions” related to the
occupation of Hamilton Hall last
spring during the Gaza protests.

“With respect to other events
taking place last spring, the
UJB’s determinations recognised
previously imposed disciplinary
action. The return of suspended
students will be overseen by
Columbia’s University Life Of-
fice. Columbia is committed to
enforcing the University’s Rules
and Policies and improving our
disciplinary processes,” the uni-
versity said.

Class XII students..
be held on 15.03.2025, those
students who find it difficult to
appear in the same may decide
not to appear on that day, i.e.,
15.03.2025. It has, further, been
decided that such students would
be given an opportunity to ap-

pear along with those students
for whom a special examination
is conducted as per the policy
of the Board, whereby a special
examination is conducted for stu-
dents participating in National or
International level sports events,”
the notice added.

The Hindi Core (302)/Hindi
Elective (002) exams for Class
12 are scheduled to be held on
March 15, 2025. The class 12 ex-
ams will continue till April 2 and
the class 10 exams till March 18.

NEP, UGC dratft...

Most of these student organi-
sations are affiliated with the
INDIA bloc parties. During the
conference, the student lead-
ers raised several key issues,
including the alliance’s strong
rejection of the new UGC draft,
arguing that it compromises
university transparency and en-
ables arbitrary political appoint-
ments of Vice-Chancellors,
which could lead to corruption
in higher education institutions.
Additionally, the repeated pa-
per leaks of UGC NET, CUET,
and NEET were cited as evi-
dence of large-scale corruption
within the National Testing
Agency (NTA), jeopardising
the future of millions of stu-
dents, it said.

To protest these issues, the
student unions announced a
nationwide mobilisation from
March 17 to March 22, 2025.
This will be followed by a mass
rally on March 24 at Jantar
Mantar at 11 am, with partici-
pation from educationists and
former UGC chairpersons, it
added.

NSUI national president Varun
Chaudhary accused the gov-
emmment of dismantling the
education system for political
gain. “We demand an immedi-
ate rollback of these policies,
the restoration of student union
elections, and transparency in
university administration,” he
said.

Trump dismantling

ment does not directly accredit
colleges and universities, it over-
sees the system by reviewing all
federally recognized accrediting
agencies. Institutions of higher
education must be accredited to
gain access to federal money for
student financial aid.
Accreditation came under scru-
tiny from conservatives in 2022,
when the Southern Assn. of Col-
leges and Schools questioned
political interference at Florida
public colleges and universities.
Trump has said he would fire
“radical left accreditors™ and take
applications for new accreditors
that would uphold standards in-
cluding “defending the American
tradition” and removing “Marx-
ist” diversity administrators.
Although the education secre-
tary has the authority to terminate
its relationship with individual
accrediting agencies, it is an ar-
duous process that has rarely
been pursued. Under President
Obama, the department took
steps to cancel accreditors for a
now-defunct for-profit college
chain, but the Trump adminis-
tration blocked the move. The
group, the Accrediting Council
for Independent Colleges and
Schools, was terminated by the
Biden administration in 2022.
Money for schools
Much of the Education Depart-
ment’s money for K-12 schools
goes through large federal pro-
grams, such as Title I for low-in-
come schools and the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act.
Those programs support services
for students with disabilities,
lower class sizes with additional
teaching positions, and pay for
social workers and other non-
teaching roles in schools.

During his campaign, Trump
called for shifting those func-
tions to the states. He has not of-
fered details on how the agency’s
core functions of sending fed-
eral money to local districts and
schools would be handled.

The Heritage Foundation’s Pro-
ject 2025, a sweeping proposal
outlining a far-right vision for
the country, offered a blueprint.
It suggested sending oversight of
programs for kids with disabili-
ties and low-income children first
to the Department of Health and
Human Services, before even-
tually phasing out the funding
and converting it to no-strings-
attached grants to states.

Chinese
universities..

paper argues that — in the absence
of any radical adverse policies —
interest from Chinese students in
the US is unlikely to decline.

In recent years, the Chinese gov-
ernment has introduced several
key policies to revitalise interna-
tional exchanges that fell during
the pandemic, including plans to
welcome 50,000 young Ameri-
cans to study in China.

This highlighted in the report,
the Chinese government claimed
that 14,000 Americans came to
China in 2024, though many of
these were short-term exchange
programs
Moreover, “‘Chinese universities
are more open to partnerships be-
yond the ‘Big Four’ and the EU”,
said Weeks, driven by a broad
government mandate to foster
more global ties.

Currently, 300,000 Chinese stu-
dents are enrolled in Sino-foreign
cooperative programs such as
dual degrees within China —
with Xi’an Jiaotong Liverpool
University the largest provider,
accounting for over 8% of the
national total.

Noteworthy partnerships forged
in 2024 included Southern Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy collaborating with King’s
College London School of Medi-
cine, establishing a joint degree
program where students earn a
double degree after completing
their studies in China.

‘What’s more, two Chinese insti-
tutions opened a campus in Ka-
zakhstan and Uzbekistan, while
Moscow  State  Tchaikovsky
Conservatory announced plans
to establish a music program
partnership with a large public
university in Chongging.

“In 2025, new partnerships are
less likely to focus on 2+2 pro-
grams that once supercharged
recruitment of Chinese students
overseas, but new partnerships
may still support enrollment
growth from China,” predicted
the report.

China’s strict Covid border
closures caused the number of
international students to decline
sharply from 2020-2022. As re-
strictions eased, China reported
a global student population of
253,177 last year, with numbers
from the West slow to recover.

Some Chinese universities are
yet to rebuild their reputation
since the pandemic when vari-
ous institutions accepted tuition
from international students who
weren’t able to obtain visas, forc-
ing them to take “low-quality”
online courses, said Weeks.

China’s slow post-pandemic
economic recovery is further hin-
dering internationalization goals,
with fewer internship opportu-
nities for international students
looking to learn Chinese and en-
hance their careers.

As for outbound mobility, the
white paper highlights the con-
tinued growth and diversifica-
tion of Chinese students study-
ing abroad, with global political
uncertainty making the UK a
particularly attractive destination.
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heartfelt congratulations to Education Jagat
on reaching this incredible milestone—your
10th publishing anniversary! Your dedication
to advancing education through insightful
content and meaningful discussions has been
truly inspiring. Over the past decade, you have
made a significant impact in shaping minds,
empowering educators, and fostering learning
communities.
Wishing Education Jagat continued success,
growth, and excellence in the years ahead. May

your platform keep enlightening and inspiring English Language & Literature In-
generations to come!
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Why Trump dlsmantlmg Chinese universities
the US education dept. is
a civil rights issue

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and fellow senators, from lefi, Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.), Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.) and Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) criticize Presi-
dent Trump for his plan to shut down the Education Department, during a news conference at
the Capitol in Washington

= EJ - Washington
President Trump has said he

wants his new education
chief, Linda McMahon, to “put
herself out of a job.”

Since Trump took office, staft-
ing at the Education Department
has been cut in half, and he has
been mulling an executive order
to close the agency.

Eliminating the department alto-
gether would be a cumbersome
task, which likely would require
an act of Congress.

Already, the Trump adminis-
tration has started overhauling
much of the department’s work.
Trump advisor Elon Musk’s
Department of Government Ef-
ficiency has cut dozens of con-
tracts it dismissed as “‘woke” and
wasteful. It gutted the Institute of
Education Sciences, which gath-
ers data on the nation’s academic
progress.

The agency’s main role is fi-
nancial. Annually, it distributes
billions in federal money to col-
leges and schools and manages
the federal student loan portfolio.
Closing the department would
mean redistributing each of those
duties to another agency. The
Education Department also plays
an important regulatory role in
services for students, ranging
from those with disabilities to
low-income and homeless kids.
Indeed, federal education money
is central to Trump’s plans for
colleges and schools. Trump has
vowed to cut off federal money
for schools and colleges that push
“critical race theory, transgender
insanity, and other inappropriate
racial, sexual or political content”
and to reward states and schools
that end teacher tenure and sup-
port universal school choice pro-

grams.

Federal funding makes up a
relatively small portion of public
school budgets — roughly 14%.
Colleges and universities are more
reliant on it, through research
grants along with federal financial
aid that helps students pay their
tuition.

Here is a look at some of the de-
partment’s key functions, and how
Trump has said he might approach
them.

Student loans and financial aid

The Education Department man-
ages approximately $1.5 trillion in
student loan debt for over 40 mil-
lion borrowers. It also oversees the
Pell Grant, which provides aid to
students below a certain income
threshold, and administers the
Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA ), which univer-
sities use to allocate financial aid.
President Biden’s administra-
tion made cancellation of student
loans a signature effort of the de-
partment’s work. Even though
Biden’s initial attempt to cancel
student loans was overturned by
the Supreme Court, the adminis-
tration forgave over $175 billion
for more than 4.8 million borrow-
ers through a range of changes to
programs it administers, such as
Public Service Loan Forgiveness.
The loan forgiveness efforts have
faced Republican pushback, in-
cluding litigation from several
GOP-led states.

Trump has criticized Biden’s ef-
forts to cancel debt as illegal and
unfair, calling it a “total catastro-
phe” that “taunted young people.”
Trump’s plan for student debt is
uncertain: He has not put out de-
tailed plans.

Civil rights enforcement
Through its Office for Civil
Rights, the Education Department

conducts investigations and
issues guidance on how civil
rights laws should be applied,
such as for LGBTQ+ students
and students of color. The of-
fice also oversees a large data
collection project that tracks
disparities in resources, course
access and discipline for stu-
dents of different racial and so-
cioeconomic groups.

Trump has suggested a differ-
ent interpretation of the office’s
civil rights role. Under his ad-
ministration, the department has
instructed the office to prioritize
complaints of antisemitism
above all else and has opened
investigations into colleges and
school sports leagues for allow-
ing transgender athletes to com-
pete on women'’s teams.

In his campaign platform,
Trump said he would pur-
sue civil rights cases to “stop
schools from discriminating
on the basis of race.” He has
described diversity and equity
policies in education as “explic-
it unlawful discrimination” and
said colleges that use them will
pay fines and have their endow-
ments taxed.

Trump also has pledged to ex-
clude transgender students from
Title IX protections, which af-
fect school policies on students’
use of pronouns, bathrooms
and locker rooms. Originally
passed in 1972, Title IX was
first used as a women’s rights
law. Last year, Biden’s admin-
istration said the law forbids
discrimination based on gender
identity and sexual orientation,
but a federal judge undid those
protections.

College accreditation
While the Education Depart-

>> Contd. p.4..

“hungry

” for

international
partnerships

Despite several US universities
recently backing out of China, the
Chinese government is continuing
to push for greater internation-
alisation of higher education, with
institutions “hungry” for partner-
ships.

A new white paper by marketing
and research firm Sunrise Interna-
tional has highlighted China’s stra-
tegic plan to rebuild international
student enrolment that dropped
during the pandemic, while fos-
tering stronger educational ties
abroad.

It follows a string of US institu-
tions, including the University of
Michigan, Georgia Tech, and pub-
lic universities across Texas and
Florida, backing out of Chinese
partnerships amid national secu-

While the affected Chinese in-
stitutions will need time to build
back the confidence of students
cautious of dual US-China de-
grees, “the door remains open
on the Chinese side to partnering
with US schools,” said Sunrise
CEO David Weeks.

“Chinese media has condemned
the closures as politically moti-
vated and unfair,” said Weeks:
“Tensions like this speak to a
need for more people-to-people
exchanges, and universities can
mitigate the impact by closing
programs responsibly and offer-
ing proper support to currently
enrolled students.”

Despite increased scrutiny of the
US-China relationship under the
Trump administration, the white

Heartfelt congratulations to Education
Jagat on completing 10 incredible years of
empowering minds and shaping the future
of education. Your dedication to insightful
Journalism and commitment to academic
growth have made a lasting impact. Wish-
ing you continued success, innovation,
and many more milestones ahead. Keep
inspiring and enlightening!

riting about your
newspaper is al-
ways a great honor and
a source of pride. I have
been asked to write a few
words for your 10th anni-
versary of publication. This
is a significant achieve-
ment. Congratulations!
Over the years, you have
reached millions of readers
around the world, educated
them, touched their hearts,
inspired their minds, and
shaped their character. Your
work is extraordinary and
certainly unique! Moreo-
ver, you have established
Education Jagat among
the educational community
and teachers from every
part of the world, making it
a tremendous achievement!
I'wish you many more years
of successful, innovative
publications.

Angela Sayia
Educator / Dir. of studies
Excellence school
Corfu - Greececourt
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Finally, you can simply
choose the international
university you want
to study in

Admissions open for
Engineering Management Medical.
In USA, UK, Canada, Russia, Australia, China, Singapore
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